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In the beginning were the sixties and the severdias$ the
common passion for the Beatles, the Byrds, Bob myl
CSN&Y and the Backersfield Californian country sdufrom
Buck Owens to Herb Pedersen and Chris Hillman, éon
Martin comes from Eden , North Carolina, and Maramzi
from Varese. Born and grown up in North Carolinencs
schooldays Ron plays in different band¥aleidoscopg
“Wampus Catsand “ShiloH' are the ones thanks to which
reaches a fair popularity. Marco Zanzi follows mitar path,
in the beginning he plays and sings in minor |deahds, but
later he has more significant experiences kra “Signora
Stracciond and “The Steamboat Willieand with them he
plays throughout Italy. In this period he is alsonguered
forever by the country rock and by groups like Rd®arrito Brothers, Nltty Gritty Dirt Band
and Eagles: through them (and especially througtptbject Will The Circle Be Unbrokepy’
he discovers the Bluegrass and soon falls in loitk the 5-string banjo (in that period an
almost unknown instrument and difficult to find).

But the real meeting place of Ron and Marco has liee Web. The diffusion of the Internet
has allowed them to know each other thanks to asweeldedicated to the ByrdsMy
Songbook realized in 2000 by Zanzi with the English freeDavid Reynolds), but above all
thanks to the common and active participation abua newsgroups: “Gene Clark List” and
“Byrdmaniax”, but mainly “Acousticharmonies”, whicks an incredible resource both
musical and human. Here Ron and Marco collaboatéhie first time on a musical project
and they are involved in the making of a CD, whiokolves musicians from different
countries (USA, Canada, Japan, Ireland, Holland...).

Piedmont stands for the Italipedemontanabecause Ron lives at the foot of the Blue Ridge
Mountains, in the Appalachians chain and Marcoslivn the offshoots of the Prealps.
Therefore, here is thdPtedmont Projeétthat combines both common musical interests and
environmental similarities. In Spring 2007 MarconZagoes to Ron in the USA, he knows
his companion Suzon, his family, his friends andfihds a landscape that recalls Varese.
With his American friend he goes to th®érlefest, probably the most important Music
festival dedicated to the ‘American’ genre (acaystountry, bluegrass, folk, blues, Celtic...),
and he records three pieces at Etygn’ Cloud Studioof Doug Rorrer, in Eden, NC. Here
arises the idea to create tH&iédmont Brothers Baridwhere the two brothers are Marco and
Ron and the band is composed of old and new musfdends having in common the same
passion. Thanks to the Internet again, the musochks down the barriers and flies over the
Ocean. Ron sends his original pieces (Martin isomposer, too), Marco arranges and
reworks them thanks to his competence. He invdingériends, records and sends his pieces
to Eden where Ron listens to them, comments on tlyems to the Studio and records his



voices with the precious help of the Chief enginbeug Rorrer. And then he sends them
back to Italy for the final mixing.

From February 2003 Ron Martin fights against a $§gpooma that obliges him to constant
inspections and treatments, although it is podititeeated. But Ron is a fighter: he fights
with the medicines, he fights with the Faith, bld#goawith the music, that is his inseparable
fellow. In June 2003 he makes with the help offhiends a CD calledThe Circlé (Flyin’
Cloud Records FC 046 www.flyincloudrecords.com in which he reveals his gift as
interpreter and whose income goes to the resegrtielbLiddy Shriver Sarcoma Initiative’.

And finally the Piedmont Brothers Bandneets: Ron crosses the Ocean in July 2008 to
arrive in Italy with the aim to play in a few comt® but above all to finish the first CD of the
band Bordertown’, which is a particularly significant title as IboEden and Varese are
really border towns (Virginia and Swiss).

The CD, officially presented on 3Dctober 2008, mainly contains Ron’s own composgjo
arranged and produced by Marco Zanzi. The CD hesived significant approvals by the
critics, both in the United States and in Italy, ie¥h have particularly underlined its
uniqueness and originality. Encouraging criticategions of the CD appeared in the
specialized magazine ‘Buscadero’ (n° 308 - Jan@ang) and JAM (n° 156 - February 2009)
and in the English monthly magazine “Maverick — ttoéce of country, folk, bluegrass and
roots music” (n° 85 - August 2009), among the napgireciated in the field. Among the radio
stations that broadcast and have broadcast pigcéhdéPiedmont Brothers Barate Radio
Popolare Network (Milan), Radio Missione FrancescdNWarese), Radio Lupo Solitario
(Samarate), Radio Voce Spazio (Alessandria), WUMBK Radio (Boston, MA), UIC
(Chicago, IL), WPKN-FM (Connecticut), CKUT (MontieaCanada), Radio Port Phillip
(Melbourne, Australia). The writer and journalisthd Einarson (respectable Canadian
historian of rock music and author of 12 books) Hascribed Bordertown’ as ‘My new
favourite Country Rock albuhand Paolo Vites (writer and editor of the musiosgazine
‘JAM — Viaggio nella musica’) “.it seems to come back to legendary albums as Piggin
the Pieces by POCO or the first by The Flying BorBrothers.

The Piedmont Brothers Banar better, théiedmont Projec{to better underline its being an
unconventional Open Source Band), is now a reality around the starting group composed
by Ron and Marco a more stable group of musiciasfaends has developed. It is made up
in part of members who had been involved inBoedertown recordings and in part by new
musicians. What is more, Marco has been constahbpthe “Out Of Size” band from Milan
since 2010 after participating as guest in the nmakif their new second CDTap Your
Feet’ - ©2010 TEMPI: with them he performed during ttlesing event of the 2010 edition
of the “Meeting for Friendship among Peoples” imRi. This new collaboration together
with new contributors from the United States (tiadinist Courtney-Lynn Burroughs and the
guitarist Taylor Rorrer and a higher participatminDoug Rorrer concerning both music and
production) have led to the making of the secorzural titled Lights Of Your Party’
coming out in the United States by thlin’ Cloud Recordgwww.flyincloudrecords.com)
and in ltaly by the publisher TEMPI (www.tempi.it) Spring 2011. This new CD sees the
presence of guests of the “Out Of Size”, of CardstBri, Marcello Coldo and Walter Muto of
the “Signora Stracciona”, of Stefano Dall’Ora (amgothe best European double-bass
players), of the German guitarist Horst-Peter Schaf the bass player from Colorado Mike
Gallivan and of the bass player from North CarolMi&ke Gallimore: beyond being great
musicians, they are also great friends and mategydhe wonderful life path.

Even if unfortunately Ron lives and works in theitdd States, thus not being able to be
always here in the live shows, his presence caexperienced through his songs that are the
heart of thePiedmont Brothers Barslrepertoire, which is also enriched with origipeéces



by Marco Zanzi, Francesco de Chiara and Francesagiuele and with pieces taken both
from the American popular tradition and composeddmous musicians like Nanci Griffith,
Bob Dylan, Gram Parsons, Chris Hillman and RogerGMian. The Piedmont Brothers
Bands musical genre is quite various, but for sureamh be considered part of the ‘American’
genre, a term created recently and that includesttg Bluegrass, Folk, Gospel, Blues and
Celtic influences.

The dream and the meeting between two men of diffeage, culture, job and countries but
united by the common love for music, by the sam@rddo play and communicate and also
by deep spiritual and human values have perforninesl ‘miracle’. Thus showing that
universality, love and peace are not only abstaact ideal words, but they can also become
real and make our world better.

Contacts:

Website www.piedmontbrothersband.com

USA - c/o Mr. Ronald Martin 988 Lake Forest ct
EDEN, NC 27288-5355
USA
Phone: +1-336-623-3051
e-mail: pbbus@piedmontbrothersband.com

EUROPE / ITALY - c/o Marco Zanzi via Monte Golico, 14
21.100 VARESE
ITALY
Phone: +39-339-1942744
e-mail: pbbeu@piedmontbrothersband.com

BOOKINGS - c/o Francesco Frugiuele Phone: +39-335-7723969
e-mail: frugiu@piedmontbrothersband.com

- __________ Borcerterm




